[Demonstration on Borna disease virus in patients with chronic fatigue syndrome].
Chronic fatigue syndrome (CFS), a recently named heterogeneous disorder, is an illness of unknown etiology. The association between CFS and several viral infection has been suggested. Here, we centered on the possible link between CFS and Borna disease virus (BDV) infection. BDV is a neurotropic, nonsegmented negative-strand (NNS) RNA virus. Recent epidemiological data have suggested that BDV may be closely associated with depression and schizophrenia in humans. In Japanese patients with CFS, the prevalence of BDV infection was 34% (30/89) and 12% (7/57) by immunoblotting and PCR analysis, respectively. Furthermore, anti-BDV antibodies and BDV RNA were detected in a family cluster with CFS. These results suggested that this virus contributes to or initiates CFS, although the single etiologic role of BDV is unlikely.